
Insightful Learning Theory

THEORY OF INSIGHTFUL 

LEARNING







● Max Wertheimer is the father of Gestalt Theory. Later on,
Wertheimer theory was further refined and developed by
Kohler and Koffka.

● The term ‘Gestalt’ is a German word which means
‘Configuration’ or more simply ‘ an organised whole in
contrast to a collection of parts’.

● According to this theory, an individual learns an object
as a whole, a single entity, not in parts.



Experiments by  Kohler for 

Insightful Learning









Educational Implications of The Theory of Insightful 
Learning

1. The whole is greater than the parts and, therefore, the

situation should be viewed as a whole.

2. The use of blind fumbling and mechanical trial and error

should be minimised. The learner should try to see relevant

relationships and act intelligently.

3. The purpose or motive plays the central role in the learning

process.
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